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THE CORRESPONDENCE

HETWEEN

Gen, cott and the Secretary of War.

GENERAL BCOTT TO SHERETARY MARCY.
ived your two letiars of

Bm~—0n the 18th foat, [ recelved your two n 0!
the 18th ultimo, snd lmmediot-ly lssued tre Genersl
Order Ne. i0 (a enpy ¢+nclossd) devolviog the command
of the army in Mex?no vpon Mejsr Genersl Butler.

Aw th- officers detailed for the Court of Inquiry be-
fors which | em ordersd to appear ar & criminal, are not
Kvown to have arrived inm the country, | avail mysalf of
s moment’s leisnre to reoall 2oma of the neglects, disap-
pointments, injuries axd rehvkes which bave been io-
flioted upon me by the War Dspartmeot sl oo my de-
parture from Washington, Nov. 23, 1848,

To mn tha bust of reer ever pro-
yoked, has avar been painful. In this v, | shall,
therefore, indulge in po t of language, but
confine myeeif to neked historieal facts, leaving

sions to men of sense wnd candor.

In the burry ol preparstion for Mexioo, only four daya
were allowsd ms st Washington—when twent: ml;;t
hava been most advan aly smployed in the great
bureaus ~thors of the Chief of Engioeers, Chief of Ord-
nanes, Chief Qoartermaster, and Chisf Commisary of
Subeistene:)—| hunded toyous written request that one
of three of our s lished ouptains therein named,
might ba nppolntsd Assistant Adjutsnt G
the raok of Masjor, for duty with me im the fleid. and
thers was a vacancy at the time, for cne. My request
his never besn attended to, and thus | bave had no offi-
ear of Adju'snt Genmeral's Department with me in the
csmpaigu C.n anoiher lnstanoe be cited of denying to
& Uenarsl-in-Chier. In the feld, at the head of a Iarge
army, or evena small ons, the sslection of his chisf of
the staf—ihat is, tha chief in the Department of Orders
and Correapendence?

Early in the followiog January, | asked that a Genaeral
Court Martisl might be appointad, sn the part of the Pre-
pident, for ths trial of twe officers (named by ms) for
ocondust each had committed, that endangered, in » bigh
degree, the sucosss of the impending cempsign; ana |
gpecially refsrred to the anomslous and fatal act of Cen-
gress. (May 20 1830.) which prohibited ma, ss ihe socu-
#er or prosteutor from ordaring the court for the trhlil?r

fow. Henoe the grester my disappointment caused by
sending the new troops to the Rio Grande ; for beside
their kKeeping the road, in our present rear, open for ms-
ny weeks, by marches in suocessive detuchments, | bad
imtended, as | ndvanced, to leava strong garrisons in this
place, (Julaps,) in Perote and Puebla, and to keep at the
liesd of the movement, s foroe equal to any probshls
rpposition It may now depend on the number of old
voluntesrs who may re-sugage, and the number of naw
troops that may arrive from the Brazos In time, an also,
in some degree, v the advance of Msjor General
Taylor, whether | shall find this srmy In strength to
leave the garrisens and to cocupy the capital

| may ndd that only about fifty individusls of the old
vel ged umder the provisions of the aotof
March 3; that the remalnder were disoharged May 4 ;
that Msjor Ganeral Taylor made no movement in ad-
vanes of Haltillo, and that the uew regulars, lncluding
Cadwalader's brigade, only began to come up with me,
at Puabla. in July, but not'ln sufiickent numbers till Ao-
gust 8  The next day,the army commenced its advance
apcn the capital, with a little more than 10,000 effective
men,
It is mot extravagant to eay that, if Brigadier Ganeral
Cadwalnder's foroes had not been divertsd from mo. to
the Rio Grande, where he was made to lose, without any
beneflt to Major Gane: al Taylor, much preclous time, |
might easlly have sken this oity in the month of June,
nad nt one-Afth of the loss sustaived in August snd Sep-
tember. The enemy availed himself of my forced delsy
at Pusbla, to eolloct, to trebls, to orgavizs and diselpline
his forges, as also to erect numerous and ]Lnl'w!l':.l de-

not nrrest the fneiplent mutineer untll he shall have
fiest Inid down his own suthority snd submitted himeelf
to & trisl, or wait st leait untll a distant period of lsisure
for a judiclal examinatiso of the sppeal And this Is pre-
oleely the cass under consideration. The Dapartment,
in its sagernesa to condemn me, conld not take tims to
Inarn of the experianced that the Geoeral in.Chief who
onees subgalts to an on'rags from a junlor, must lay his
wocount to sullor the L k= from sll the vicieus under him,
at Inast Jown toa rank that may be suppossd without
influsnoe, in high quarters, bayond the army. But this
would pot be the wole mischief to the publie servioe
Fiven the great maea of the spirited. Intelligent and wall-
wifocted, uomong hin brothers in arms, would soon ie-
does such sommander to utter imbecility by boldiog
him in just seorn and comtempt for his to

presumad to be familiar, has excited less s than
the declaration, that by the nnn-oomplhnum your
request. you “ have had no officer of the Adjutant G-
nersl’s Dapartment with me [you] in the campalgn
Every officer of that depsrtment—at least elght—was,
&8 you well knew, subject to your command. &n-n yuu
srrived 1n Mexico, thars wera with the army st lsast
five mesistant adjutsnts gemeral, all at your service.
That you echboss to employ none of them at your head-
quarters, and detached from other sppropriste dutiss an
officer to sot an an assistant adjutant general, may well
be regarded ma u slight to the whole of that staff then
with you in Mexico, snd u cause of complaiut ; but esr-
talnly mot a lui te from you sgalust the
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rests the aharge, over and over again presented, that you
ware rebuked by the War Department for dischargiog
the prisonsrs captured st Caerro Gordo. If. In » onss
whers It was so essy to be right and so diffioult to get
wrong. you could full into such an obvious mistaks, what
may not ba oxpeated from you In other matters, whers
your parveriad feelings have s freer and a wider range ’
Balore dering your plai for not baving
beon supplisd with suflicient means of transpartation for
the expadition wgalpst Vers Crus, | will motles your
“ four memorisls'’ (o0 the War Department, in which you
demonstrated, s you stats, that “ Vers Cros was the
tius basls of operations, and that the smemy's capltal
M}.Illi not probably bs resched from the Rio Grande "

plaint to
War Department, Willing wa | am to p
bls to Ive, that ci Justitied you In

y
himsell and oountry. Aud are discipline and efMolency
of no value inthe feld ? ¥
Bot it wes not my reqaest of June 4, nor report No.
30 (ot July 25) 8o largely quoted (rem ahove, nor yet the
sppeal of one pronunciads that has, st length, brought
down upon me this visitation, ro olearly predioted
That sppesl, no doobt, had ita merite—oonsideriog it
came froin an srratic brother—a deserter from the other
extreme—who, having just made his pence with the true
faith, was bound to sigoall P ¥ %’ ptabl
denuuelations of one, from whom, up lo Vers Crus, be
had profersed (and not witheut cause) the highest obii-
gatioon. (It was there he learned, from me, that | was
doomed st Washington, sod straightway the apostats
hegan to seak, th b a quercel, the mesnos of turniog
that knowledge to his own beneflt) No. There was
¢

fances with batteries. Nearly all these

parath for our ption were muds after the -IJ’-
die of Jaha, And it is known that the news of the vic-
tory of Bupna Vista remched Weabinogton In time to
countermand Cadwalader’s orders for the Rio Grunds,
before his depsriure from Now Orleans Two rifls com-
paniea with him, received the countermand there, and
joined me u.rl{.

I'know that T had the misfortune to give offence tn the
Department by expressing myself, to the sume effect,
from Jalapa, May 6. 1o a report of that date, | said: -

*‘ The subject of that Order (No. 1356 —old voluntesrs)
has given me long and deep solicitude. To part with so
large and so respectable & portion of this army, in the
middle of a country whioch, though broken in ita power,
in oot yot disposed to sus for peace; to provide for the
return home of seven reglments, from thia interlor posi-
tion, at a time when 1 find it quite difeult to provide

the osses My application haa never been noticed ]
neglsot, alone, cught early to hive admonishsd me that
| had no hope of support at Washington, in sny sttempt
I might make (sgalnst cortain ofioers) to maintain ne-
cassary ihal"}ina in the army | was about to lead to the
flald. I letc Waabington highly Asttered with the confi-
denoe and kindwess the Fresidenmt had just shown me
in meny loog parsocal Intervisws on military matters
For more than two months my ex ons of gratitude
wers daily and fervent, uor wers they muoch less !np’l‘:l-

portation snd liss for ths oparating foroes
which remain—and all this without sny prospect of suc-
ocour or re-inforosment, in, perhaps, the next seven
months, beyond some 300 army reoruits—present no-
veolties utterly unkwown to any invading army befors
With the sddition of ten or twelve thousand new lavies
in April or May—asked for, and, until very recently ex-
peoted--or even with the addition of two or three thou-
eand new troops. destined for this army, but euddesly,
by tha orders of the War Department diverted to the

tie toward the head of the Wa~ Department. Pr g
with z+al and gonfidence in my most hazardons daties, |
learned, Janusry 27, st the Brazos Santlogo, that an at-
tempt wua on foot to oreate a Licatensnt Giensral to take
commeind in the fleld over me. Shooked and distressed,
Iallowsd of no relaxation in my efloris to serve my
country, resclved, for the short time I was likelyto re-
main in eommission, te be
“True as the diel {o the sun,
Although it be not shined upon *
A yet greater ontrage soon followed: failing to obtain
an sct for ithe elti Li G l, & bill was

ressed upon Congress to autherise the plasing s juojor
R{—jar General jost appointed (the seme individusl) in
command over sll the eld Msjor Generals then in front
of ths sosmy,

1 will not here truat mynelf to add a soldier's comment
upon those nttempts, but | mey thank God that He did
not sllow them, or subssquent injuries 'to break dewn,
enticely, the spirit aud abilitiea, (such as they are,) with
which he bad endowed me.

Hio Grande { | might, notwithstanding the us-
avoldable clacharge of the old voluntesrs——jeven regi-
ments and two indepemdent companies —advance with
oconfldence upon the enemy’s capital. [ shall, neverthe-
lsss, wdvance; but whether beyond Puebls will depend
on iotervening information and reflection, The ganaeral

panio given to the enemy at Cerro Gordo still remain-
ing, 1 k it probable that wa shall go to Mexioo; or,
if the enemy recover from that, we must renew the con-

aterontion by another blow "

Thus, like Cortez, finding myself iso'ated and aban-
doned; and sgein, llke him always sfraid that the noxt
ship or messenger might recall or farther oripple me, I
resolved no lopger to depend on Vera Urus or%nul. but
to render my little army * a self-sunstaining maohine’'—
»8 | informed everybody, ineluding the head of the War
Department, and sdvanoced to Puebls.

It was in refsrence to the foregoiog sorious causes of
compiaint, and others, to be foand in my reports st
large—particularly im respect to monsy for the disburs-
ing stafl officers, clothiog, und Mr, Trist, Commissioner
—that 1 luded my report from Pusble, June 4, in

Forseeing st Washington that, from the great d d
of commerce, at the moment, it would be difficult, if not
impessible, to take u&.{ perhaps at nay prios, a sufficlent
number of vessels at New Orlesns and JMobile to trans-

ort the regiments of my expidition from the Rio Grande
grontler to Vera Crus, | sndeavored to impress upon the
‘Whar Departmsnt the necessity of rendiag out, from ths

thess words : —

“Comsideriog the many erusl dissppointments and
mortiLcstions | have been madato fosl since I laft Wansh-
ington, and the total want of support or l:mpath{ on
tha paré of the War Dapariment, which | have so long
experiencod. [ beg to be re-called from thisarmy, the
t it msy be mfa for any parson to esmbark at Ve-

Northerp sud Eastern ports, s certain ber of large
ships, in balinat, in crder that the expedition might not
be deaydd; and In view of ' the fixed faot,” the return
of the yomito at Vera Crus in the spring of the yoar—a
delay of 8 few weeks was likely to prove & total defest.

In = paper trapsmitted to me—headed ** Memoran-
dum for the Quartermasier (General,” marked * War De-
partment, Deosmber 15, 46" and llzmd by the Seorata-
ry, which | recelved Janusry 8—it is said : -

“ ladjpendently of this sumber of trausports for troops
and ordmsnce stores (from the North) there will be re-
quired say five ships for the lnn?u:uuun of the (surf)
bonts mow bei g preparsd, besides which ten vessols
must be taken up sud sent out in ballast (for troops) un-
lean stores eam be put on hoard, 1o make up the number
[40] required by the C liug General "

I he date of this d 15, more
than thres weeks afther my requirition and departure
from Washiogten. Of not ono of the * ten vessels,” in
ballast, or with stores (leaving room for troops) have 1

ra Cros - which, | suppose, will be early in November
Elrohu;?l: all fleld operations will bs over long before that
me

Bat my next re (July 35) from Puabla, has, no
doubt, inthe end, m desmesd more unpirdonable by
the department. In that paper, after spesking of the
“bappy echange in u{ relations, both offigial and pri-
vate, with Mr, Trist.” | continned: —

“#ince about the 236th ultimo, (June) our interaourse
has besn frequent and ooidial, snd | have found him
(Mr. T) able, diseroet, cénrtecus and amiable. At
home, it 50 chanced, that we had bat the slightest pos-
rible aequaintance with each other.- Henoe, mors or
less of ruciprooal prejudice ; and of the existencs of his
foellogs townrd me, | knew (by privats letters) before
E. m:;.. that ot lesst & part of tae ocabinet had a fall in-

musijon,

“gtill, tha pronounsed misunderstanding betwean Mr.
Trist and myssif could not have occurred, but for other

besrd up to this day. Helying upon them, y.
the embarkation wis delayed. in whole or in part, at the
Brazgs snd Tampico, from the 15th Januury to the 9th
Marech, lesving, it waa feared, not balf the time needed
for tbe redusiion of Vora Crus snd its osstls before the
return of the yellow furer. Dt balf the surf hoats rame
ot all, nnd of the seige train and ordosnce atores, only
about one halt* had arrived when the Mexican flags
were replaced by thoes of the United States on those
formidable places. We rucoreded, st last, in resching
the poiat of stiack,in the midst of frightful northers,
by meaes, in grest part, of truding craft, small and ha-
gardous pieked up aocidentailyat the Brasos and Tom-
{co; and when the army gota shore, its science and valor
to supply ail deficiencics in heavy guns, mortars and
ordnance sioTen.

The first letter that [ received from the Department,
after sutering the osptured ciiy, contalned am elsborate
rebuke (dated Feb 491) for baving ordered Colomsl
Harney, 34 dragoons, 1o remais in the command of the
onvalry with Msjor General Taylor, so as to lsave
Msjor Bumner. of the same regiment, the senlor of that
arm io my expedition. There was no great difference
in the number of oavalry companies with the two armies
This rebuke wan wri with = ph y that ar-
gu+d tha highest professionsl expsrience la such mat-
ters, sod ¢ould not bave been more oconfident lo Its
tone, if dictated to the groenest general of the recenmt
appointments  Yet, without the power of seleeting eom:
manders of pariloulsr eorps, no General-ia-Chisf wounld
yeuturs to ake upon himsell the conduet of a critical
eampaign Suoh relectioon were clways mude by the
Father of hiscountry and the priccipal generals under
him. S in the esmpaign of 1814, | myself sent away,
sguinst their wisben, thres senicr fisld «fisers, of as
many regiments, who wers infirm, usinstrosted and inef-
ficiont, iu faver of t-res juniors, and with the sobas:
quent approbatisn of Msjor General Brown, on hia jolx-
fog me, sud the head cf the War Department. Both
were well scquuinted with the customs of war fin like
o pss it bome and sbroad; snd without that en:rgy on
my pur:, it 18 highly probable that no Ameriean vitizen
would ever have cited the bettlea of the Nisgars with-
cut a righ for his eountry. 1 am bappy, howevsr, that
before a word bad been received fom ine Department,
and, indead, befors it could have had any knowledge of
the queation, | had deolded to iske with me the frank
and gsllant Colonel, and hops scon Lo learn that he,and
yary many other officers, have been rewarded with bre-
veta 1or their highly distinguished services in the
campa'gn that followed

It wus in referenes to the same rebuke, that in me-
knowledgiog your communication | ssid, from Vera
Cros, Aprit 6 =

»f m!;h{ very well coptrovert the military principles
po confidently lald down by the department [in the let-
ter of the 234 February;) but belleviog, that the practice
ot the United States army, in tho two wars with Great
Britain, would bave no weight, in the particulsr cava, |
waive turther reply. baving «t the moment no leisure,
and no inclinationfor controversy '

Aluding to the heavy disappointments, in respeot to
trausports aiege train wnd orapsnce stores, then sirealy
exje:iensed, | wrote Lo the depariment from Lobos, Feb.
99: -

olroumati 1. His being O?E“J"’ to esnd forward

( tiy) stili th ocisted in the work —
ept, ue fur as praotioabls, cut of the latter of recall ; an
influsnen prooseding from the othor arrested Geanersl—
who is quile willlag that it should genermlly bs under-
stood (amd who sball gainsay his algnifioant acquies.
vence ?) that all r and punist inthis army
wers from the fiest, to follow his dations

, tha
pamsing over all the assistant sdjutents geoeral then
with the srmy, and in sel:ctivg au cfficer of the line to
perform the duties of adjutant general wt your hewd-
quarters, | wan much surpeired to learn from you that,
when General Worth ssnt to you ons of thess ** acoom-
plished Captalps,’” tha first on your list, nader the hellef
that you denired his services as nn soting narletact ad-
Jutant general, you declined to employ him in that ca-
mllby: and | um stlll moroe surprised to pesrceive that
you hava made It a distinet ground of chargs in your
arenivnment of the War Dapartment, that you wers not
permittad (0 have him an an sssistant adjutant genersl
at your headquartern. Had you selocted him instead of
another, as you might have done, you would have been
beraflt of nll pratext for complaint Though thers was no
vaesuoy in the Adjuteny General’s staff of the grade of
major, for whioh ouly you recsmmendsd the  nocom-
plished captains''—and to which, ouly, they were pro.
perly eligible—there wens a vaoanoy in it ni the rank of
captain. For this position you r ded an officer
In General Wool's stafl, then on the Chihuahua expedi-
tion, Thia ofloer was subsequently appointad ssslstent

This, the more pewerful of pronunciados, ugainat No
349, well knew at the time,an [ scom knew, that he was
Jjuatly obnoxious—not only to the animsdversions of that
order, but to other censures of yet & much graver oha-
ranter.

la respect to this G 1, the letter of resall ob
serven, parenthetically, but with an acumen worl.h! of
more than "a hasty” notioe, that wome of my spacifics-
tions of bis misconduet are hardly consistent with “‘your
[my] offizisl report and commendations."

s,emluly.thb isa most just rebuke. But, waiting for
the trisls, | will here briefly state that, unfortuna'ely, 1
followed that Genaral's own raports, writien aod oral ;
that my confilence, lent him in advabos, had besn but
very slightly shaken as early as the first week in Octo-
ber; that up to that tlne, from our entranoe into this
city, | had been at the desk shut out from personsl in.
trreourse with my brother officers, and that it was not
(il sfter cthat conflaement, that facts, conduct and
motives began to pour in upon me

A word as to the 5th article of war.
that, in this and other commuunications, I have not de-
signed the slighteet disrespeot to the Gowmsnder.in-
Chisf of the army and navy of the United States. No
doubt he, like mynelt, and all others, may fall into mie-
tuken s to partioular men ; and | caonotl, having mysell
been behind the curtain, admit the legal fiction Lhat all
acts of m aeoretary are the mots of the Prasident Yet,
in my defensive statements, i hava offered mo wanton
discourtesy to the hesd of the War Department, al-
though that functionary 1a not in the eanmeration of the
above mentioned artlele.

Closing my corrmspondence with the department until
after the agpronhlu trial

1 hava the honor to remain, respectfoliy,
Your most obed't serv't, WINFIELD SCOTT.

The Hon. Becretary of War, Washington, D. C.

1 ean truly say

FECRETARY MARCY To GEN. ECOTT.
Wan DxranTMENT,
WanninaTon, April 21, 1843

81a :—It would not ba respeotful to you to pass unoo-
tloed your extraordinary lstter of the 14h of Fabruary,
nor just to myself to permit it to remain uoanswered on
the files of this department.

To attempt to dispel the delusions whioh you seem to
have long pertinacicusly ck hed, and to t the
eerors lnto which you have fallan, devolves upon me a
duty whish | must not decline; but, in performing it, |
mean {0 be sa i as you profesa to have been, to
abatain from any '* wanton discourtasy ;" and [ hope to
be alike mulngﬂ. Your prudent respoct for the * 5th
articls of war’’ has induced you to hold me ostenaibly
responsible for many thiogs which you nre swars are
not fairly churgesble to me The device you have
wdopted to asssil the President, by siming your blows at
the Saoretary of War, does more oredit to your ingeoui-
ty a8 sn soouser, then to your charaster as & soldier.
.{ premeditated contrivanos to avoid responsibility does
net indicate an Intention not to do wrong,

The general aspect of your letter disoloses an avident
design to create a bellel that you wers drawn forth from

dj B I wiih the rank of captwin,ss you de-
sired, and has ever sincoe been at the headquarters of
that general. Thus it will be perosived thut your re-
quest, 50 lar a8 it was proper and reasonable, was aotual-
ly eowplisd with,

The next apscification lo the catalogue of charges pre-
furrod nst me, |8 that & court martisl was not instl-
tuted by the President, forthe trial of G 1 Marshall

t Jdiscover the pertinenay of your allusion to
thess four memoriale, except it ba to put forth a olaim to
tha merit of originating the expedition ageinst Vera
Cros, und of belug the fieat to dissover that the most
practicable route to the city of Mexine was from that
polat on the Glull; but yeur known abhorrencs for s
" pruriency of fams not sarned” ought to shield you
from the suspiolon of such amn infirmity.

I am surs you sre mot ignorant of the feot—but If you
are, it Is peverthelers trus—that the sxpedition agaiont
Vera Cruz had bsen for some time under consideration;
that grent pains had been taken to get information as
to the defances of that oity. the strength of the oastle,
and the difficulties which would attend the debarostion
of troops; that maps had been procured and fall
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of Gensral Taylor, and for all the ordnance, ordesnes
#tares, mod other supplies, which may be dawn efther
from thiadepot (the Brasos) or from New Orleans.
publio trunsports—[ mean thoss owned by the United
Htates —that can be spared for the contemplated opera-
tionn, it in estimated. will carry three thousand men with
wll thelr supplien, Vessels oan be chartersd on favors-
his terma for any additlonal trapsportation that may be
required "' This letter was submitted to and rend by
you ma appesrs from your endorsement thereom.
Afier roferriog to some other mattsrs la the letter,
you tonalude your sndorsament aa foliows : * | recom-
mend that Brawat Msjor Gen Jesup's suggestions be
sdopted ' This fact uhows that the letter reasived your
ttioular attention. When this letter (which “you
aw was forwarded to the depariment) was hore re-
osived—showing that your apprehended dificalty in ob-
taining sufclent transportation at the south was un-
founded, and that it conld be providad ln that quarter in
great abundanos on favorabls terma - my order of the
16th of Deoember, wo far, and only 0 far as it related to
seiing out vessels (o balinst, was count ded. Tt in
strange. indasd, that, sfisr Inn ware made Il!{‘l'llill.ld
with the object of my Inquiries and Gen Jasup's lettar
in reply to them, you should hava looked for tr
veasels in ballast from the Atlantic cltiss, and still more
strange that thelr non-arrival should he the proof you
rely on to conviot me of having neglectsd my dut{ in
this inst If in truth, you delayed the expadition

«xamioed; that persons who had resided thare, und o
cory of the Iﬂll{ and navy, had besn consulted on the
subjeot, and the enterpriis sctually rosclved on before
the date of your first memorial, and befors you were
thought of to conduct it.

An early an the Oth of July, 1846, within two moutha
after the declaration of war, and before the muin body
of troopa ralsed fHr ita p tion had hed tha
scons of oparations, considerate attentiom had besn

Iven to that subjeat Oa that ‘ay, o letter from this

epartment to Gen, Taylor, thus alluded to a movement
from Vera Crus into the interier of the enemy's country:

“If, from all the information whish you may eommu-
nioate to the department, as wall as t derived from
other sources, it ahouid sppear that the dificulties snd

bstacles to the duoting of a palgn from the Rio
Grand .t!::u present base of your operations, for an

and Captala Montgomery, on your oh inat

Into the interior of Mexlco, will

themls The olences to thow ware certalnly not

'I;;lﬂp great, 'tILu department will consider whether the
a

of an aggravated chsracter. The one, as was alieg
had been incautiows im relation to a despatch under
ciroumatances that might adwit of ita ecoming to the
knowledge of the ensmy, and the other had not oarried
a derpatoh with ss much expedition ss you thought he
might have done. As one was a gemeral officer, u oourt
to try bim muost have besn composad of officers of high
rank. Before the order for sssembling It oould have
resoled Mexico, it was foreseen that your command
would ba st Vera Crus, and probably engaged in an ac-
tive pisge of that oity. OMosra could mot, tharefors
have been then sent from your oolumn to Monterey or
the Rio Grande, (where the court must have besn held)
without great datriment to the public snervice. Had you
bean deprived of several officars of high rank, st that
eritical pericd, by the order of the Presldent, it wonld
have afforded a better pretence for complaint than any
one In your extendsd cs'alogus. Hai the court baen
compossd of officers taken from Genersl Taylor's com-
mand, it would bavs still further have weakened his oon-
dition, slready woak in consequemcs of the very lurga
foree you had witbdrawn from ulm Subsequant events
have proved that it was most fortunate the Fresident did
not oomply with your request, for had he done so, some
of the ofcers bighest In rank, and most conspiouous at
Buena Vista, mmz. at that oritioal juneture, have been
parsted from thair oom ds, and engsged on & court
st a distanoe from tha: glorious scone of acklom. Itis
uot fanciful te suppose that their absenos might have
changed the fortune of that eventful day; and that, In-
stead of rejoloing, as we now do, in u triumphant victory
—among the most brilllant in the whole aourse of the
war—wedmight have had to lament & most disastrous
defeat, an  the simont total loss of ths whole foros you

had left to sustain that frontier. No man has mors rea-
son than !onmll.' to rejoice that po order emanated
from Washiogt though ted by you, which

would have further im o ed the efflciency of General
Taylor's command io the orisls that then awaited him
My letter of the 234 of Febroary, conyeying the Presi-
d-nt’s views in regard to your order dapriving Colonal
Harney of his agrc'rﬂnte onmmand, Is severely arralgn-
0 bt

not ultimately taks place from some
point on the const —say Tampico, or some other point in
the vicinity of Vera Cros. This suggestion is made with
& view to call your attention to it, and to obtsin from
you such information w8 you mey ba able to impart.
Snould it Le determined thuet the main armyshould in-
vade Mexioo at some other poiat thun the Rio Grande —
say the violnity of Vera Cruzs-s lurge sad suflsient
number of tranaport vessals could be piaced at the mouth
of the Rio Girande, by the time the Lealthy sesson wets
in—eay early in November The main army, with all its
munoltions, could be transported, leaving = suffclent
fores behind to hold and ocoupy the Rio Granda, and all
tha towns and provinoss which you may have conquered
bafore that time, [n the svent of sush being the plan of
operations, yoor opinion is desired what incrassed fores,
if mny, will be requaired to oarry it out with sucorss. We
lesrn that tha army could be disembarked a fow miles
distant from Vera Crox, and readily invest ths town In
its rear, without eoming within ths rangs of the guns of
tho fortress of San Juan d'Ulloa. The town ceuld be
readlly taken by land, whils the fortress, belng invested
by lsnd and rea, and all communioation eut off must soon
fall. From Vera Cruz to the ocity of Mexico there inn
fine road, upon which the diligenoes or stage coaohas run
dally, The distunce from Vera Crus to the eity of Mex-
ioo In mot more tham onme-third of that from the Rio
Grande to the city of Mexico "

The surjeot was agaln brooght Into view on the 13th
of Ootober, in the same year, and more partionlsrly on
the 21d of October, in Ietters addressed to (iansral Tay-
lor. At the last date, the plin hed besn so far matorad
that peveral officers of the stafl and lins were indioated
for that service. This was nearly s month before It was
grtﬂl'mluﬂl to employ you with the army in auy part of

exico.

It was never contemplated here to siriks at the olty ef
Mexico from the line ocoupled by Gemeral Taylor, or
threugh I!{'ﬂthl\'. exospt that from Vera Crus. If the
war waa to be pushed to that extent, it required no sla-
borate d t no profound military talentsa—
nothing mu:uh than common sagsoity and very alight re-
flaction on the subl

ed by you as o ve, both in and
The facts in relstion to this case of allegrd grievance
are now bafors the public, and & brief sllusion to them
will place the transaction In its true light Under your
orders Col Harney had brought soven sompanies of his
regiment—the 3d dragoons—irom Monterey to tho Bra
so8, to be under fyl:mr immediate command ; and two
others —belog all of the regiment in Maxieo—wero ax-
ted to fellow within & few days. In the midat of his
l:'l:h hopss and ardent desire for sctive service, you
took from him the command of his own regiment, de-

your quiet position, ln b of this L t, aud | yolvad it on one of hin jumior cffiosrs, and ordered him
assigned to the enmmand of our armies in Mextoo, for | hack to General Taylor's line to look for what was not
the purposs of belng sacrificed; and that, to accomplish | {nappropriately d insted “an imaginary 1.
this end, * ta, dln{spolntmsnu, iwjaries, and re- ged in hin feel and ipjured in his rights, he re-
bukes” ¥ waore Inflieted” on you. and the tfall trated ; his 1 to your sense of jus-

¥
means of prosesuling the war with suceess withheld,
or, in other words, the gevernment, after preferring you
to any other of the plr:nt generala wi the range of
ita eholos, had d to frustrate its swo plans. to

§

your letier of April 14, instead gitinp '
with ths u.lun'ﬂy'ﬁm which be desired to com-
munieate ; 2 His bad health in Muy and June, which |
wm happy to say, has now become good ; and 3 The ex-
treme mystifisation juto which your letter—and parti-
oularly an interlioes tion—unsvoidably threw me

“8> far a4 | am conoerned, | am perfactly williog that
all | bavs heretofore written to tha Department about
Mr. Trist, shoald bo suppressed. | make this declara-
tion as due to my presant esteem for that gentleman;
but ask no favor and desire mone, st the bands of the
Depariment, Justice to myself, however tardy, | shall
take oare to have done.

. L - - - .
'1 do not u:knolrl-ﬂ.g- the justice of either of your
rebukes contalned in the letter of May 81, [in reistion to
Mr. Trist and the prisonors at Cerro Gordo,] and, that
{ do not here triumphantly vindicate myself, 1s not from
the want of will, means or abllity, but tims

“Tha first letter (dated Feb. 23d) received from you, at
Vera Crusz, eontained a censure, and | am now rebuked
for the unaveidable—nuy wise, If it had not been una-
voldable—relsase, on parole, of the prisoners taken at
Lerro Gordo—even hefore one werd of commendation
fromg t bed th's army on sceount of
('t t in the eap of thoss prisooers
[No suoh commendation has yet been reosived, Fad,
1849 ] Bo, In regulsr progression, | may—should the
same army gallantly bear me into the city of Mexioo,
inthe next six or s~ven weaki—whioh is probable, Il
we are not arrested by a pence or a truce—look to be
dismissed from the service of my ocountry! You will
perosive that [ am aware (as [ have long bsen) of the
dapgers whish bang over meat home; bat [too am a
eitinen of ths United Btates, and wall know the obliga-
tlons imposed, under all oirJumstances, by an enlighien-
ed patriotism.

“ln respeot to monsy, [ h‘! sgein to report that the
chlef commissary (Captain GGrayson) of thls army, has
not received a dollar from the United Sistes since we
lended at Vera Crus, March 9. He now owes more than
$100,000, and ls obliged to purchmse om credit at great
disadvantages. ‘The chiefl gnartermaster (Captain
Irwiu) has recaived, perhaps $60,000, and labors unider
llke incumbrances. Both have =cld drafta to small
amounts, aud borrow: d lll“!l{ of the Pay Dspartment,
which has rezelved about hull of the money estimated
for. Conacquently the troopn have some four months

ay due them. Our poverty, or the negleot of the din-
gnmnz departments at home, has been made known, to
our shame, iu the papere of the Capital bere, theough =
ietter from Lisut Col. Hunt, that was found on the person
of the special messsnger from Wasbington,

“T'te army is aiso suffering greatly from the want of
neasssary clothing—inecludlog blanketa and great coa's
The new troops (those who have last arrived), as desti-
lute as the others, wers first told that they would fimd
sbandant supplies st New Orleans; next, at Vers Crus
and, fsally, here; whereas we now have, perhaps, a
thousand hands engaged in makiog shoes snil (out of
bad materialn and st high oost) pantaloons, Thess ar-
ticlen, aboat 3 000 pair of each, are aba:lutely y

bring defest upes ita own armies, und involve itself in

ruln and dlsgrass ofjsot s0 uvmimportant in its
bearing upon pan'i nﬁ! A charge 80 entirely pri-
postarous, so re nt to all the probabilities of

human condust, for ne refutation.

For othar rlrpnlu than to combat this fond!y-cherish-
od ohl , it Is proper that 1 should notlee some of your
speeifio allegationa,

It in true that after you wera designated for the chief
oommand of our armiss, the President was deairons that

our departure Id mot be ily delayed;
Lut you were not restricted, as you sllsge, to *only four
days” to make the neosssary preparstions at Washing-
ton. You were not ordered uway until you had report-
od that these preparations were 8o far completed that
your presence here was no longer required. Then, ia:
atead of going direstly to Mexic:, you were permitted
at your own request to take a ciromitous routs through
New York, aud there to remain s few days. You stayed
at New York nearly an entire week; and not until the
I9th of Deacrmber (twenty-six days alter leaving Waah-
jogton) did you reach New Orleans, where you would
have arrived in seven days, If you had baen required to
take the direct route, Thissolicited indulgence, by which
your srrival at New Orleans waa delayed nearly thiee
weeks, 1a Imcompstible with your allegation that you
ware allowsd “only four days at Waskington, where
twenty might have been mort aivantsg-ously employ-
ed.” “This complaint has relation to facts within your
own knowledge; error, therefors, is hardiy renoncliatle
with suy sclicitude tn be securate. As this s your
oponing charge against the War Depsrtment,and may
be regarded as indicstive of thoss which follow, | shall
make the refutation of it still more complete, for tha pur.
pons of showing with what reckleasness you have per-
formed the funotions of an scouser, and how littie rell-
nuoe, in the present state of your feelings, ovn be pluced
on your memory. Yoo ars the witaess by whom your
alirgation is to be disproved. On the duy of your depar-
ture from Washington, you left with me a paper, in
your own band-writing, dated November 23,1546, with
the following Leadiog :

“ Notea enting topiot to be embraced in the Secre-
tary’s instruotiona to General 8, drawn up (in haste) st
the request of the former."”

Frow that papesr | extract the following piragraph :

Y| (the Searstary of War) am pleased to lesrn from
you (lieneral Scott) that you have in & very few duys
sleendy, through the general stafl of the army here, laid
a sufiioient basls for the purposss with which you are
charged, and that you now think it brst to proosed at
oace to the south-weat, In order to organis the Isrgest
number of iroops that oan be chisined 1o time for that
most important expedition” (the ezpeition ageioat
Vera Crus).

Hers Is your most explioit admission, (hat you repre.
nented to the Seoretary of War befure leaving Washing-
tom, that arrangements wers 9o far completed,that you
thowght 1t best to procsed at once to the army in Mex.

to aover the nnkednoens of the troops
“Fabramy 393, off Lobos, | wrote to Brigadier General
Brookae to direot the Quartermaster at Naw Orleana to

* I'erhaps mo expedition was ever o ably
delayed —by no want of foresight, arTarg.meut or ener-
gy on my part, aa | dare sffirm—and under oiroumstan-
o4 the mort erfticnl to this entire army ; for everybody
reliod npon, knew from the first, ss well a8 | knew, it
would be fatnl to us to aitempt military operations on
this const afer, prebably, the fiest waas in April; and
hera we are ab tho end of February Nevertheless, thin
army is in hewit, wnd orippled as [ am in the meaas re-
quired and promised, | aball go forward, nnd expeot to
tak= Vern Crvn and ite casile in time to escupe, by pur.
sulng the suemy, the pratilence of the const ™

Tl oty sni custls wire esptured March 20; and
with abent one fourth of the necessary menns for a road
train (vo feult of mive) the retrest,in pursuit of the
enrmy. was vigorously commenced, April 8 The battls
of Cerro Gordo soon followed, and we cocupied Julapn
soid Peorote whera we were obliged to wait for rupplies
from Vern Crus 1o thoss positions | wes made to
wiithe nuder auother arusl 4l appolntment.

Inmy four memorizlstothe deparimant, on the further

rusecution of the war egainst Mexioo, written at
‘v..,m:m..n.n:d dutad respestively Oolober 37, Neovw
12 16, wrd 20— (it wan only intimsted to ms in the night
of November I8 that | might prepsre myself i‘or.nn
fislid)—pagers in which | demonatrated that Vers Crus
was Lhe trus hara of operations, and that the enemy's
capital conid not probably be resched frem the Hio
Grande, | estimated that, sfter taking that grest sea-
port, ** about 20,000 men,” or “an army of more than
20 000 ment may be needed ; —

‘1. To beat, in the field nnd in passes, Any acoumu.
lated forcs in the way. 2, To garrison many important
points im the resr, to seours a fres communioation with
Vera Crus, and 3, To make distant detachments, in
order to gather in, without long balts, necessary sub-
sistancn. ’ i

And that fares I suppoted, inoluding velunteers, an
alded by land and money bountles, might be raised, in
time, by addiog ten or twelve new regiments of
nod flillog ap tus ranks of the old.

A bill waa Introduced for raising ten additional regular
regiments; and I, vertainly, do not mean to eharge the
departmant with the whole delsy In dp"!'“ the bill
through Congress. Dut it was paseed, Fabrusry “d
1847, wod under it, by esrly in April, some few thoasan
wen had been alrandy raised and organiced. My dis-
tress may be coneeived by any soldier, on lesrning at
Julapm, April 27, that the whole of thal foroe had been
nent under Brig. Gen. Cadwalader, to the Rio Grande
frootier,

’_ In my letter to the Dimhunt weitten the day after,
rafd ;- | hnd e xpeoted that

» Detachments of the new regimonta would,as you
bad promised me, begin to arrive lo this month, and con-

tinas wlm puhp; ‘u; o'lr“u.u“ mﬂ:.. ,“.,‘ W ::1“_,
{omry received 1%0 Rage) Thaow 2 povbasts o

sond me large supplias of clothing., March 16 -28, Gan,
Brooke replisd that the Qasrtermaster at New Orleans
had ‘neitbher c'lothln‘hlnr ahoes,’ and that he war ‘foar-
tnl that unless they have been sent to you direot, you
will be much dissppointed '

“Some small quentity of clothing—perhapa one-fifih
of our wants—oame to Vers Croe from some quarter,
snd followed us to Jalaps and this place.'

It was that budget of pspers that caused the blow of
powar, no long suspeuded, to full on a devoted head
Tha throe arrested officers, and he who had endeavored
to enforce @ ry discipli gainat them, are all
to be placed together g-fen the ssme oourt; the iono-
ocent and tie gullty, the aceuser and the accused, th-
Jndge and the prisoners, are dealt with alike. Most im-
partiel justiee! But there is & diserimination wilh »
vengeanos! While tha partics are on trinl—if the ap.
pealer ia 1o be tried at ali, which seems doubt{ul—two
ars rentored to thelr corps— ome of them wilh his brevet
rank -end | em deprived of my command! Thereosu
»e but one step mors In same (irection. throw the
rules and rrticles of war into the fire. and leave all ranke
in the army free to engage in deounclstions aud a gene.
ral sorsmble for pre oe, wuthority and executive
fuvor. The pronunciaments, on the part of my lsctious
Janiors, ls most trivmphant.

¥ reoall et tho clroumstances, n sevees punish-
ment before trial—but to be followsd by a trial here,
that may run fnto the sut ~and on mattera | am bat
tted to know by the Department and my
, vory Ing ly, placed on two grounds:—
I, My own request, mesning that of Juue 4, (quoted
above, and thers wasno other before the Department,)
whioh had been ¥ L.Tul; 12) soknowledged and
nhﬂllllll% declined; 3. The arrest of Brevet Major
General Warth, for writing to tha Department, * unaer
the pretext and form of anappeal,”’} an open latter, to be
sent through me, In which | was gromly and falsely ac-
euned of “malies’’ an duot umb Ing an cfficer
and gentl " in the matter of the General Order No.
840, on thtluh]mofpnﬂl‘ lotters, for the mewapap
st home,

On that sroond point, ths lotter from the Depsrtment
oi Junuary 13, is mere than | fous; it is elborst
sobtle sud profound—a profe dissertation, with
the rare merit of teaching principles until now wholly
unknown to milltary codes and treatises, and of oourse
t; all lﬂ!m soldiers, however great their experience in
the flald.

[ have not, In this place, tims to do more than hint st
the fatal eonsequanaes of the novel dootrime In guestion
Acoording to the Dep t, uny faotious junior may,
t hin pleasure, In the midet of the enemy, using  the
pretoxt and form of am appeal’ against his commandar—
insult and ouf him to the grossest extent, though he

in-Colef, and 1th the condunt
%w&m'n—-i-m

of the most

Ico; snd yet you make it your opening oharge against
the dap t, that you wers forced away to Mexiso
befora you had time for ueorssary preparat:ons.

[ presant the next charge im your own langusge:

3 rhndﬁ tn you s written request that one of three
of our lisned A d, might be
ppoint adjutant g 1, with the rank of
msjor, for duty with me In the fiald, and thera was »
vachooy, st the time, for one. My request has never
been sttendad to, snd thus | bave had po officer of the
Adjatant General's Dspariment with we in the gam-
patgn. Can another Instapes be olted of denylng tos
general in.ehief, in the fisld st the head of & large army
—or even & rmall one—the selestion of his chi-fon the
stafl; that ia, the chief in the department of orders and
correspondanes T

Ware the case precisely as you have stated it to be,

you have givey too much prominence, a8 & matier of
complsiut, to the President's refusal (o be aentrolied, in
fila exercise of the appointing power, by your wishes
Hud theres been a vacancy such as you mention for “one
of tho plishad osptains’’ you d, no ons
knows boiter tham you do that your request could not
have bean soceded io without departing from tha uni.
forin rule of selection for stalf sppointments, without
rlohﬂnﬁ the right of several ofionrs to regular promo-
tion, and offering am indignity to all those who bell the
position of asslstant adjutants ganeral, with the rank of
captain. The rule of reguisr promotion in tho staff Is
us tuflexible, and has been as uniformiy obssrved, us
thist fn the line. It must appear surprising thst you,
who were #0 deaply “ shooked and disteesied’’ at the
¥ stion of appointing, by suthority of Congress, &
" eltizem llsutenant genersl,” or veating the President
with power to devolve the command of the army on
major general, without regard to priority In the date of
his commission, should, in your Hrat requast, afiar beiog
amsigusd to command, aak the Prestdent to disregard the
rights of at] least foar officers, na meritorious ss " the
L pilahed” onp d by you. The Pre-
sident's views on this subjeot undoubteily differ from
yours, His regard for the righta of oMoers Is not gra-
duated by thelr rank. Those of captaina and major ge-
nerals bave equal velua in his estimation, and an rqual
olaim to his respest and proteetion. | cannot admit Lhat
it {a n just ground of censure and rebuke ogsinst the
** hand of the War Department,’’ that the Presidsat did
not ses 1%, in order to geatily your feelings of favori:.
ism, to disregard the clalms wnd viclate the righta of all
the seel ] | of the rank of caplain,

then in commission.

But,so far as It Is made & ground of complaint and
reproof, this is not the worst aspect of tha case, You
are entirely mistaken In the wssertion that there was
then a vacanecy ia the adjatant general’s stafl, with the
mnk of mejor, 10 whioh elther of the oaptains recom-
mended by you counld have besn pwp-r:ytpgalnu:i

tice was :lla"uiin:. Neither to this gullant officer nor
to the President did you assign any l‘nﬂnla}!t or lTI';:

ject, 1o see the propriety and the ne-
g;nnltr of making Vera Crus the bass of military opera-
ons,
An alleged defiolency of to t t the troops
in the expedition to Vera Cruz, seems to bs most p 1

noarly two months for thesa transports, | am blamsless
The reaponsibility s is another quarter [t cannot besaid
that this statement as to the suficlenoy of tranaports to
ba obtsined at tha south had an Implied refersnce to
what | had ordered from the Atlantie eities, for my order
waa than unknown to yourss [ and the guartermaster
general.  You fiest received o oopy of It several days
witer the dste of Gen. Jesup's letter to ma. and of
e¢ndorsement therson. [Hee your latter to me the
Lith January | Hesieted os you wers by ** head winds,"
enveloped in * frightful northers,”’ and oporessed with
complioated and parplexing duties in arrengiog snd pre-
paring the expedition sgainst Vera Crus, soms tempors .
ry bawilderment ma eoxcused; but to charge the
War anninimut with your own mlsapprehensions and

istakes, i i

My reply to your scousations foroes ma to sxpose some
of your mis statementa of faot. You allege thst the
~xpadition, for the want of the “ ten vessals,” waa de-
Inyad from the 15th of January to the 9th of March.
You certainly mean to bs understend that on the 16th
of January your troops were ready to embark, and wers
delayed for want of these transports. But this was not
%0 ; and | mm indebted to you for most abundant
to establish znu inscourscy, Thae great body of your
lmn‘u for the expedition was drawn from Geperal
Taylor's command at Montsrey, snd Im the Interlor of
Mexioo ; and no pert of them had reached either the Bra-
sos, or Tampico -ths polots of embarcation—on the
16tn of Janwmary. In your lstter of the 13th of that
month to General Brooke, at New Orleans, you said:
“[ have now te atats that it ia probable the troops I
have called for from General Taylor's immediate com-
mand to einbark hore (tho Brazos) and at Tampieo, will
not reach those points till lsete in the present month
(January,) say about the 25th ’ In mletter to me o
thn 20th ]nluuy, you remark that General Butler re-
sponded to your oall for the troops with the utmost
promptitude, and that Geoeral Worth made an admirs-
ble movement. '‘The head of his division arrived with
bim at the mouth of tho Rio Grande tha day befors yes-
terday,” (J4th January). When the remainder came
up In not stated; yet ome of your “nsked historiocal
fucta'’ placos the whole command st the points of em-
barostion walling for the “ten vessels’’ at least nine days
bafore the uctual arrival of any part of them. But it
they had bean thers, wh; should they have been de-
tained for these veasels! [o the same latter—written
but two days after the arrival cf the head of the first di-
vislon, and probably befors the other troops had come
up—yon say that “ths Qoartermaster Gemorsl, (Bravet
Maojor General Jemup, st Noaw Orlesns,) [ find, has taken
all proper measures with judgment and promptituds to
provide everythiog depending on his dapartment for the
daapatoh aod succesa of my exopedilion " If more was
wamted, sumulative proof might ba drawn from the same
soutos —your own correspondence—to ahow mot only
that this chargs sgalust me has no foundation in truth,
hl.lI;i :?“ you can bhave mno apology for having prefer-
te

Aftar showing bow unfortunate you have been In your
rpacifio charges, | may with propriety meet those of a
general and sweeping character with a less partioular de-
tall of proofs to show thair groundlessness

Though the * ten vessels’ were not, for the very smf-
fiolent 1 have assigned, sent out in ballsst from

nently presented, and most confidently relied on to sus-
tain your chsrgs nguinst the War Department for neg-
lecting this branoh of its dutles.

I ineusd, it peems to be sdmitted, the proper order, so
far s the means of trans ation were to be drawn
from the north; but the aliegation Is that it was issusd
too Iste. aud was never axecuted. [t was lsaued, at least,
four daye before you arrived at New Orleans on your
way to the army. If promptly executed, it was a rea-
sonsble calculation thut the “ten vensels,’ slluded co in
your letter, would have arrived in senson 'to receive the
troopa a8 moon ny you would onllect them from
their remota and sooatteriog positions in the interior of
Mexioo, bring them to the sea coast, and prepare for

1'susiblelreason for extraordinary pr
wholearmy, | belleve, sad ths whols country, when the
trapssction becams known, emtertalned but ons opinion
on thesubjesot - and that was, that you had inflictad sn
fujory aud an outrsge upon a brave and meritoriouns of-
ficer. Sach an act—almost the frst on your asswming
sommand—bodad disastrous consequenoes to the pub.
lic service, and devolved upon the President the duty of
interposing to protect the injured officer. This Inter-

their embarcation Whether an order for shipsto be
went out in ballast, issued the 15th of Deosmbar, was or
was not in season for the servios they wers deaignal for,
dnrnb upon the timo when the esxpedition could be
#ot ready to eall, To determine this, a regard must be
pald to what you required to he donws praparatory to the
sxpedition, rather tosn to what you may have said on
tllic lgbjut‘

position inn hive made & grave matter of
ageinst the head of the War Department, snd have cha-
racterized it a8 & censure and a rebuke. It may imply
both, sud still, being merited, msy leave you without a
pretencs of complaint, The Fresident, cfter alludiog
o his duty to sustain the rights of the officers, un-
der your command, as well us your own rights, in-
formed you that he did mot discover in the case
as you had presanted it, suficient canse for such an or-
dar; that, ia his opinion, Col. Harney had a just cause to
oomplsin; and that he hoped the matter haa been recon-
sidered by you, and the colonel restored to his appro-
priate command. Your own subsequent courss in chis
oafe d st the bl of your com-
plaint, and vindioates the correctness of the Fresident’s
proceedings. You had really rebuked snd censured your
own conduot; for evan before you had received the Fre-
sldent's visws, you had, sa he hoped you would, reconsi-
dered tho matter, becoms ocomvinced of your error, re-
versed your own order, snd restored Colonal Harney to
bis commend; thus giviog the atrongest evidenca in fi-
vor of the propristy and correctoess of all the President
had done in the cass [ give yeu too much oredit for
ataadiness of purpope, to suspect that you retraced your
ateps from mere caprice, or for sny other oause than
& oonviotion that you bad fallen into error Aftar the
bad thus i d, it app ble to
ms that you, who, above all others, should wish it to
a8 iuto oblivion, have again ocalled sttention to it
Ey muking it an item in your srraignment of the War
Department.
You mruggle in vain to vindieate your eourse in this
oasa, by relerring to your own tots in the esmpaign of
1814 You then sent wway,as you allegs, aguinst thz.lr

" ce to two or three of your requisitions will
show that no rational hope could be satertsived that the
sxpedition wouold set forth before the middle or the las:
of Februsry. You required as ome item of the outfit
ona humdred and forty surl-bosts—all to be constructed
after you left Washington. Thoogh the department
urged o leas oumber, you inslsted on sll. You eatimated
the expenss of esch at $300; and thought, by putting
the principal ship yards on the Atlastio coast ln requi-
sition, they might be construsted by the lat of January.
To show what relinnce waa to be placed on your oalouia-
tion, [ refer to the fact thst, theugh due regard to eco-
nomy was had in procuring thess boats, esch coat on an
uverage $950 -nearly fivefold your estimate. Conceding
that you srred much less a3 to the tims within which
they could be econstruoted -nay more, admicting they
could have been ready by the 1st of January —and sovn-
er you did not expect thay could bs made—by no rea
sonable culoulation could they have reached the coast of
Mexico befors the lst of Februsry. The expedition
could mot go forth without them. In your latter to me
duted the 28th of February, off Lobos, you state thut
but & emall part of the transporta engaged at New Oc-
leans, under your orders of the 95th Decomber, &0, had
urrived. and *' not one of the ten ordered by your (my)
memorandom of the 15th of that month, and ths whols
were Jue at the Brasos onthe 15:h ot January.” Having
thus shown, by your own opinton, that under my order
* tha ten vessels ' ought to have been at the Brazos at
least fifteen dayes befores the sxpedition could have bsen
ready to muil, | have vindicated myself from your charge
of buving neglected my duly by not issuing that ordsr
st an earlier date, If jssued earlier, it would have In-
volved a lhr!-ly increased expesnditure for demuarrage,

wishes, ‘thres senior fisld offcers, of as many regl
who wers infirm, uninstructed and iueflolent, In favor of
thres juniors, and with the subseqasnt approbation of
Major General Brown, and the heaa of tha War Depart-
meut."”” Thia preosdent does not, In my judament,

hange the napeet of the p t eage. Colonel Harney
waa oot “infirm, uninstructed and Ineficisnt;’” ycu did
not assign, and, in Isference to the known opinlon of the

rmy and country, you did mot venture io sssign thst
rasson for deposing him | do mot understand the force
of your logieal dsduction, that becauss you, on a former
oocasion, had deprived officers under you of their com-
mands, for good and suficient remsons, with subasquent
wpproval, you may now, aud st sny tims, do the same
lh.l’nr:‘ithonl any reason whatever; and if the Presldent
interposen to corroct the proordure, you haves just canss
to somplain of so lodignity, aad & right to arrsiga the
War Department.

An your suimsdversion upon the tome of my letter in
probably s blow simed st & mush mora coospicasus ob-
Jaet,to be reashed throngh me, | oughtnut, perhaps,
to pags it without noties, On revislon of that letter, |
osnnot pereeive that it is not entirely respscful in mao-

and in no public bensfit,

But the graver t of this o is, that none of
thess ** tem vezsels’' ever arrived. ' Relylng (you say
in the letter now under consideration) upon them (the
ten vessels) confidently, the smbaroation was delsyed
in whole or in part at the Brasos sod Tampico, from
the 15th of January to the 9th ot &r!:rdt:. leaving, it rur

d for sntion o

the Atlantio cities, yet & very large number were pent
thenoes with stores, supplies, and troops, to co-operate in
the expedition.

In tGiensral Jesup's latter to me of the 17th inst , a copy
of which is sent herswith, he states that Afty-three shipa,
barks. bﬂdgi. and schoonsrs, ware sant from the morth,
snd the :’plrtmnm sotually farnished at New Orleans,
Brazos, and Twmpico, for the army, before it took up the
lins of march into the interior, coe hundred and sixty-
thres vesssls.

I bave alludad to the large number of surf boats, and
the great diffloulty of proouring them, ns the cause of
the delay in their arrival. | have also m slmilar reason
to offar in reply to your complaint for not having season-
ably received the slge train and ordusnos luppﬂu The
delay ia to be asoribed to the enormoualy large outft you
required. IfI\ was necsssnry, and despatoh was in
procuring it, no one I8 In fault. If too large, you cer-
tainly shou!d not regard s a repuluulbf: delay the
time necessarily taken up in preparing it. To show
that it was lnrge, nad required moeh time to proours it,
1 will select from many s single item. You demanded
from eighty to ons hundred thousand ten-inch shells,
and forty or fifiy mortars of llke calibre. This enor-
moud quantity of shells -ubont four thousand toms—
was mostly to bs manufictured after you left Waah-
ington 1 the furmacen ln the ouuatry, willing to en-
gage in tha business, wers set to work ; but with the ut-
most diligence and despatoh, the lllllp[, of this one arti-
ola, or sven two-thirds of it, having to be manufsstured
and transported to the seaboard from the furnaces, (lo-
cated in most instances in the ioterlor of the country,)
at = season of the yesr when water communications
were obstrunted by lce, could not be ready te be sent
forward to you in ml:dy months after your departure
jrom Washington. Had your requisitions bsen moder-
ate —ond undoubtedly more moderats ones would have
sufficed —they could bhave been furoished at a much
oarliar poriod.

The memorandum which you left “ for the slegs train
and {tion therefor,” was submitted to me by the
Ordnsnos Department, on the 26th of November, with
nn iotimation thst it could not be complied with in
nenson (or the sxpedition to go forward as early as you
had contemplated. [ end d upon it, * ecomply with
the above ma far as prasticable ;" and this order,| am
satisfiad, after full examinstion, was faithfuily sxecuted.

What could be dome at Washington, was p ptl
done. You had with you the (usrtermaster Gemeral,
with all the means at the command of the war Depart-
ment, snd with unreatricted suthority to do whatever
you might require. He waz under your supervision,
nud subjsct to your orders, able and willing to executs
them. You have never intimated that he, in any re-
spect, failed in his duty ; but, on the contrary, you have
spoken in highly commendalory terms «f his eficient
services.

1 have alrendy quoted your scknowledgment that ho
had taken all proper measures with jadgment and
promptitude to provide everything depunding on his
depurtment for the despatch and success of your expe-
dition. In an issue of fuot betwesn you and the head of
the War Department, hin testimony, next to your own

feared, not hall the time d -
Vera Crus and ite casile bsfore the return of the yellow
faver."” To wh v.r the i Jiusnoers
of the noo-arrival of these “ ten vesrels,”” and your
“orusl disappoiotment’ in relation to them, are Im-
putable. e has certainly invoived himsell in & serious
responsibility. 1 hopa to remove the whols of it from
“'the head of the War Dapartmeat,” and entertain svome
apprehensions that it will full in part upon the comman-
ng general of the expedition.

The execution of the wholeof the most difisult branoh
of duties appertalning to a military expedition —pro-
viding tor transportation—ia, by the distrination of the
busigeas in the War Department, sllotted to the (luaar-
termaster General. As an expedition agsinst Vera
Crus had been resolved an some time before you were

ner and laxgnege The views of the President are
therain confidently expreased, becaunss they were confl-
iuntly entertained [t seemed to be admitted by you
that “ if diotated to the gresnest general of the recent
appolatments .’ the letter would mot have been exoep-
tionable. | was not aware that it was my duty to modify
and graduate my style, so an to mest, ncoording to your
fastidions views, the various degrees of greenness and
ripenses of the gensraln to whom | am required to con-
vay the orders of the Fresident ; and for auy such defeat
in' my officisl communiostions | have no apology to offer

ln the same letter, wherein you eunrlutnof belog
asnaured fer your courss in relation to Col Herney, yon
say: -1 am mow rebuked for the unavoldable—nay,
wise, if it had not been unavoldable - release on parcls
of the prisoners taken at Cerro (lordo, even before ons
word of commendation from government had remched
this army on aceount of ite gallant conduct in the eap-
ture of ‘those prisoners.” Acciden! alome—not any
oversight or noglect on my paf®—hoe given you the mp-
parent ndvantage of the sggravation which you have
srtfally thrown into Lthis eherge. My letier Nﬂllllnl"-

gued to take d of it, UGeneral Jesup had
gone to Naw Orieans to b+ in tha best position to make
the negessary preparations for such an enterprise. From
his great knowledge snd loag expeciencs jn military
affairs, not only in uis appropriste department, but ss »
commander in the field, the govarnment thought it for-
tanate that you could have tne advice and msastauce of
a0 able & counsellor

Your suggestion that it might bs necessary to send
shipa im ballust from the north for transports was not ne-
glected or unhiseded by me. Whather it would be ne-
oesaary or not, depended, sosordiog to your atutement
to me, upon the mesns of traneportation which esuld be
procured st Now Orlouns, ko, My fieat step was to wrlie
to the Quarfermaster (lemeial, then at tuat place, for
information on thatsubject. In my letter to Lim of the
11th of Deoember | sald: -

“ It in expeoted thnt wost of tha vessels In the pervice
of the qaartermaater’s department can be used ws Lrans-
ports for the expedition. It will be neowsasry that the
department hers shauld kncw what portion of the Lraps-
portation oan be ryrnhhnd by tha ordinary mesns which

ing yourself and the gallant army vnder your m
for the glorions aehisvement at Cerro Gordo, was writ-
ton and sent to you on the I9ith of May—eliven days

tha q partment has now under its oon-

trol for the purposes of its expedition. | have to request

that ioformation om this polat should be furmisted
| b delny.

bafors that whish yon ars pl d to .
ini arsbuke.
ut | moot the main charge with a positive denial.

You never wers rabukied for discharging the prisomers
taken at Cerro Gordo. This Issue osn ve tried by the
record. All that was ever sald on the mabject is con.
tained In the following extract from my lattor of the
alat of May : -

 Your oourss hitherto in relstion to prisonera of war,
both men and officars, In discharying them on parols,
has been liberal and kind; but whether It ought to be
still longer continned, or in some respects changed, has
been under the consideration of the President, and ha
has dirsotod me to communiosts to you his views on
the aubject. He 1 not umawars of the great embarrass-
ment thelr detention, or the sending of them to the Uni-
ted Staten, would oooaslon; but so far as rolates to the
offioars, he thinks they should be detained until duly
exobanged. Io thst cass, it will prohably ba found ex.
pedient to send them, or most of tham, to the tnited
States. You will mot. therefore, exoep. for speciel rea-
rons o p lar oanes, disch the ofilsers who may
be taken prisomars, but detaln them with you or send
:ﬂ:n to the Unlted States, ua you ahall desm most sxpo-

at '’

hll: 1 nndmmgi uiabl'm‘a; o‘f tarms, u::n in uo;hi-i;:
this langu whial alr interprotation, oan be m
to exp ‘g: i :.:-bulu I eannet conosive that

Thare was no sush vaoknoy. To show the corr

this statement. and to demonatrats your error, | appesl
to the Army Register and the records of the Adjutant
Gemeral's Offios. Your mistake ss to an obvious fact
lying within the range of matters with whish you are

any mind, other one of & dissased annuitiveness, over
ln:llzu to l.ho::.n uu&s‘ rorlot:.-phl:l ;:wmm,
osuld imagine that so n » rebu oontala-
od In this extreot; p{ on this ansubstantial besis alone

“ Anotuer point on which the department desirea in-
formation s, what ameunt of means of transporistion
for such an expedition can by furnished st New O:leans,
Mobile, and im that qusrter.

“The expsnes of procuring trsosports from the At-
lantie oities will bs exorbitant. Freight ls very high,
and moat of the good vessels are ongagad for the ordine-
Ty pur, n of commeres '’

It ia Important to bear In mind that you saw this let-
tar on your first arrival st Naw Orlesns. In writing to
wme from that pisce, Deosmber 21, you observes: | have
psen your lstter (in the hands of Lisutenamt Colonel
Hunt) to the Quarter Master Ganeral, dated the 11th "
You eould not mistake Its objcot, heoause it was olearly
exprossed. | naked notly, what mesns of trapspor-
tation for the expedition ean be furnished at Now Or-
Tonns, ko ,and teferred tothe expanse snd difloulty of
procuring teans fenm the Atlantic oities You
could mnot, thereford, but know that my oouris =8 to
sending ships in ballas: frem the north would bs regu-
lated by the Quartormaster Cianoral's reply While
wilting for this juformation, and in ord«r to prevent da-
lay, nnd be sure mot to deserve the imputation you now
east upon me, | issued the order of the 15th of Decer-
bsr, to whioh you refer, knowlog that it could be modi.
fisd and conformed to the eulenoss of tha sarvice, no-
sording tothe snawer which | shonid recelve from Oen_

the best that oan ba offered to correct
your misstatements and to refate your charges

In his letter to ma of the 2d of Jenusry, 15847, he says:
“Itieneral Beott left for the iaterior on ths 29¢h ultimo,
snd [ am taking sotive measures t3 have everythiog
deprnding upon me ready for his operation. The quar-
termastsr's department, | find, I8 called uponto do s
great deal that should be done by other branches of the
stall. 8o fur as Gen Scott's operations go, [ehail have
everything done that in y, whether It belongs to
my department or to other departments to do it "’

You had with you, snd subjsct to r orders, not
only the QQuartermaater Generul, but ofaers of the other
atelf depurtments. They did not look to the War De-
partment, but to yonrself, for directions; and it waa your
daty, and not mine, to ses that your rrquirements were
complisd with. That they wers so, to toe utmost prao-
tioabls sxtent, | bave wo resson to donbt ; but if they
wera not, the fanlt, if any, i+ not with the War Depart-
ment. You also gave the instrustions in relation to pro-
viding tia menace of land transportation, and the ofisers
chargsd with that duty were und«r your immadiate con-
trol; sud if thers is biame any where for aug.donuhu:r
ia this respect, it cannoot be imputed to the War De-
partment Your whole correspondence with me, anl
the gtoff officers with you, shows that you very properly
took apun yourself the whole charge of giving directions
in this maetter In & lottor to Captain Hetzel, senlor
quartermaster at the Yrazon, spsaking on this subject of
toe laod trantporiation, which may be nesded after
the descent on the snemy’s const nssr Vara Cros, you
say: ' [ have already discusesd and arranged with you
the dotall of the early lund tesnsportation train,'' ke,
On the 19th of March, you [urnished (iemeral Jaup
with your sstimates and directions on this subjsot The
staff oMcers being with you, and under your orders, ne-
thing farther was, or propaely coull be, required or ex-
peated to smanste trom Washiogt n, heyond the supply of
funds; and, this belug done, (f you ware disappoiuted ln
not realizing your expectations, yoa have not a color-
able pretesce for imputing blams to * the head of the
War Dopartment " 2

Asa jast ground of plaint, sud & of
tlom, you reter to your deficiency of mesns to maka the
denceut, snd to capturs the oity of Vera Cros and the
oastle of San Juan d'Ulde, and assume that the extent of
that deflafency wan the diff b n w you re-
selved snd what yon requirsd. It would be qaits vs
correct remsomirg 10 may, that what you had havim
proved sufejent fur the parpose, that diffsrencs sho
the extent of the srrors in your estimate. The trath
lies, pachnps, b the two ext . You had L ss,
probably, than you shoull have hal, and you required
muech more than 'wes necessary. That you did not have
mors, and, indeed, ull you asked for, | have already
shown was not the fault of the War Department.

Gen. Jerup was with you ut Vera Crus, saw your
means, aod is eapabls of ing an estimats of their
sufficionsy. He s, as his lettsr herawith shown, disposed
to be just, and even genercus to your fame. To his
opinion on the sobjeot, no well founded exeaption can bs
takem. He says, o reference to your complaints on se-
nount of & ient nupply of surf-boats train, and
orduanos stoves: —* Tihe result shows Lhat ha (General
Soott) had surf boats and stores eunough ! And of the
dalay of which you plain, heo ful the
War Department, and asoribes uu_ whols ‘tn yoursslf,
and to usavoidable ascidents. ‘The imputation that you
wera M[mdiyiol'ii.wl'ﬂ in your mesus, s oharge &y

s it

eral Jesup® Hinreply ls dated the 27ih of b
and jn it he says:
Ly m’ﬂnm ba pravided hers for cli the troopy

that may 'mnmm army under

the md1

¥l am aware that the sxecution of soma of the many ar
rangements for the Vera Crus e ition was obstrnot
od snd delsyed by scoldents, but were such as coms
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